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Our program started on May 18 this year, delayed by two weeks due to the
late snow. Instead of having two one-month sessions in May and June, camp
ran a six-week session to the end of June. The July session had nine campers
and the August session was full with 10 campers. All staff members were
committed for the entire duration of camp, creating lots of continuity. We
condensed our program to work with one group instead of two.
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We had longer sessions as was mentioned earlier. What this did is give us
more time to get into a rhythm at camp with things like cook out, and other
weekly activities. The most important part of the longer sessions was the
strength of the relationships that were built between the boys and their chiefs.
It also gave opportunities for the boys to speak into each other’s’ lives.
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One of the highlights from this past camp term was a trip the group went on.
We received an invitation to a fishing lodge in Biscotasing to do some walleye
fishing. The group spent 3 weeks planning and doing research on the trip. The
campers took an active role in researching the train schedule, what types of
lures and techniques work for successful walleye fishing, and also explored
the history of the town of Biscotasing. The trip was fully funded by some
generous donors, so a big thank you to everyone that helped make this trip a
success.
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Now that our campers are back at home, pray that they can put to practice
the life skills and tools they learned at camp, and make each of their family
units a better place. Thanks for all your prayer and support over this past
camp year.
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Thank you!
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Crane Lake Discovery Camp is a team effort. Many people contribute their
time and resources to make each year possible. This year was no exception.
Thank you to all of you!
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Thank you to Jon Staken for putting a team in the Ride for Refuge again this
year. Thanks to all the riders and walkers for taking on the challenge! Over
$4400.00 was raised for CLDC. Thank you to all who sponsored our teams!
This is an annual event; we would love to have you join us next year!
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Fall
We are planning monthly get-togethers for all 2015 campers as a way to
stay connected and involved in their lives.

Your ongoing financial support is greatly appreciated. Donations
can be made by mailing them to the address below or by following
the donate button on our website.

CRANE LAKE DISCOVERY CAMP
PHONE: 519-465-4642
ADDRESS: PO BOX 354, Elmira, ON N3B 2Z7
EMAIL: info@cranelakediscoverycamp.org
WEB: www.cranelakediscoverycamp.org
Like us on Facebook!

Camp Program 2015
What an amazing time we had at camp again this year, from battling the bugs
in May to going on a fishing trip to Biscotasing in August! When I look back
over this past year, the word that comes to my mind is faithful. First of all I
want to thank God for being faithful again in so many ways with protection
over camp, our boys, and our staff team. We started out the year not knowing
where our staff or campers were going to come from. God showed Himself
faithful when we started praying for our specific need of boys and staff. It’s like
He was just waiting for us to ask. At our Annual General Meeting in April, we
spent some time praying for boys and for connections to agencies with boys
that would benefit from camp. It wasn’t long after that evening that Ron got a
phone call to come and give a presentation to 30 workers at an agency. There
was a lot of interest and inquiries that came out of this presentation and we
ended up partnering with them and 3 of their boys. We really felt like it
was another door opening for camp.
(continued on page 4)

Letters
From Campers

First we’ll wake up at 6:30 a.m. and
we’ll head to the morning logs to
figure out our chore for the morning.
Then we’ll pack our shower bags in
the entrance tent and then we’ll wait
for other campers to finish. After
that, we’ll brush our teeth, and then
start on breakfast. When breakfast
is ready, we’ll eat the breakfast, and
then we’ll head up the trail. We’ll hop
on the tractor and trailer to go down
to the gravel pit and start canoeing
down the river. When we get to Little
Blackstone we might have a swim and
then start lunch. After that we’ll go
fishing and then swim a little bit more
and then we will have to head back
up stream to get back to camp. Once
we reach the gravel pit we’ll hop on
the tractor and trailer and have a ride
back to chuck wagon. Once we reach
chuck wagon we’ll go and eat supper,
then have sharing time. After that
we’ll go and do dishes, next we’ll walk
outside and have trading post. We’ll
go to the shower house and have our
showers, some will do their push ups.
After that day, we’ll head down trail
to brush our teeth and have powwow.
Then we’ll go to bed and sleep. The
End

—Samuel

When we went on the van trip to
Chief Nick’s pond we set up tents,
then we went into Chief Nick’s pond
and the water was very warm. When
we were done swimming we played
football. We were throwing the
Frisbee as well until we dried off as
black as a pancake. When we were
dry we changed into our normal
clothes, then we headed off to the
Fun Day. When we were there we
met our family. It was nice meeting
up with my brothers and sister. We
talked about my sister having a job
at Subway! At the Fun Day my group
and I cooked bacon rapped sausage
with brown sugar on top and it was
very delicious and sweet. After the
Fun Day we had a sauna and also
swimming. Then it was into bed and
I could not sleep because Duke (the
dog) and someone else was snoring
and I could not get to bed. But in the
morning I was a late bird instead of an
early bird. After packing up our tents
Chief Ron came and did chapel! After
chapel we had another sauna and also
went swimming again. After eating
lunch we headed back to Crane Lake
Discovery Camp.

—Matthew B
First we get up and do chores. We
campers race to be the first one done
and sitting on the logs. Next we have
lunch. Then we go and do fun stuff.
We swim at Paul’s Lake. It will be
nice. Then we eat dinner and have our
showers. Then we go fishing and go
to bed.

—Alex

The Crane Lake Discovery Camp’s Fun
Day was on Saturday, June 13. After a
three and a half hour drive, we arrived
in St. Clements. There was pop, cotton
candy, sausage in a bun, whoopie
pies, and the dutch oven contest.
In the contest were our bacon
wrapped sausage and other foods,
like brownies, chicken, pig wings, ribs,
buttercake, and a lot more. There was
playgrounds, face and arm paintings,
bouncy castle, a few games of trees,
horse rides, and lots of food. Before
we went to the fun day we arrived at
Chief Nick’s pond. His pond is far back
from the road and has a small cabin,
a volleyball net, a large open field, the
pond, and two diving boards. We set
up our tents and swam a bit before
we left. At the park we set up our
dutch oven and wandered around for
a bit. Following supper, we played
trees. I won one of the games. I also
got two bags of cotton candy.On
Sunday we did chapel, a sauna, and a
lot of swimming. On the way back we
stopped at Pizza Hut. We got home
at 8:45 p.m. and went to bed at 10:00
p.m. and fell asleep immediately.

—Adrian

He tied a weighted hook to his line;
“hurry up” yelled his friend from the
boat. They waited for him a short
while, he jumped into the boat and
went fishing. He cast, reeled in, cast,
reeled in, cast, reeled in, still with no
fish, so he cast again, reeled—but
the line tightened, he kept reeling in,
the end of the rod curved and the
line snapped, his minnow grub and a
weighted hook is now at the bottom
of the lake. So he borrowed a crayfish
from his Chief. He cast, reeled in,
cast—the fish immediately hooked,
he reeled in. “It’s in the boat!” he
yelled. It was his first fish, 12”, 1 pound.
He pulled in three bass in 1 day at
McEachern Lake, he let the one go. He
filleted the fish, fried it up and ate it
the next day. Great Fun!

—Matthew R
I picked up a pack and headed across
the portage. I was the first one
through and I looked out across Crane
Lake. All I could see was waves. The
wind was blowing right at us, pushing
us in the opposite direction than we
wanted to go. The others said we
would be fine but we did not believe
them. We headed in to the lake
unsteadily and after we went a few
feet our arms were tired. Chief Luke
kept encouraging us when we almost
gave up. Through straining muscles
and sore arms we somehow got to
the other shore in under an hour.

—Zac

On Thursday, Aug. 13th, I wake up
at 6:30 a.m., make my bed, do my
chores, and eat breakfast. Then we
do the dishes. After that we will head
up the trail and then we will go to
the canoes. We will load the canoes
on the 4 wheeler and take them to
the gravel pit. After that we will go
canoeing down the river to Little
Blackstone. We will go swimming and
eat lunch. We might do fishing after
lunch and have another swim. Then
we will canoe back up the river and
back to camp for supper. Then we
will do dishes and shower and have
trading post. YaYaY!!! Then we will
brush our teeth and sleep.

My favourite time on the canoe
trip was catching a snapping turtle
with my fishing rod at the Crane
Lake camp site. On Tuesday, we,
the Explorers, left at 10:30 a.m. and
canoed to the portage to Corbier
Lake. Then we canoed to the portage
to McEachern Lake at 1:30. After
lunch we set up tents. Then we went
fishing. Afterwards, we canoed back
in and had bread on a stick. Then we
brushed our teeth. Chief Jordan went
to the tent and gave foot bathes.
Then we went to bed.

—Jordon

—Austin
On a beautiful Wednesday, we, the
Explorers, will get up at 6:30 a.m. and
pack our shower bags. When we’re
done we will brush our teeth. After
that, two of the Explorers will help
Chief make breakfast while the rest of
us hang out in the wood corral. After
our bellies are full of breakfast we will
put on the side tarp for our amazing,
stunning, jaw dropping, beautiful
thunder box (outhouse). Then we will
eat lunch in chuck tent. When lunch
is done we will have a relaxing siesta
under our bug nets. After that we
will do some plans. Then maybe if we
have time we might go for a swim.
Finally, we will eat supper, do dishes,
and go for showers. Then go to bed.

—Chase
Hello, my name is Nathan and I
am going to talk about my three
day adventure. First I woke up, ate
breakfast, and, long story short, we
went on a canoe trip. I didn’t like it at
first; I’ll be honest. But then I saw a
turtle, and I wanted to see more. Now
I am at Turtle Island. We saw a double
turtle show. It was so funny! I really
loved the canoe trip!

—Nathan

Yesterday we went on a trip to Clear
Lake. When we woke up it was kind
of hard for some of us. Eventually
after we got out of bed we packed
our shower bags, swept the sleep
tent, and did our chores. After we
finally ate our delicious breakfast and
cleaned up our dishes we hiked up
trail. Thereafter we filled our water
bottles and loaded the barrel pack.
We finally got to our canoe. Following
that we loaded up and launched. As
soon as we got on the water I was
already getting tired. Later, after
about 55 minutes, we got there. While
we were there we got a good sun tan
and a good long swim. Eventually
we loaded up to come back; that
probably took us an hour going
against the wind. Then when we were
coming back I saw two vultures. Chief
Nate saw a 3 foot long pike. When we
finally got back we were all tired, sore,
and happy.

—Derrick

